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The World's Bible Congress of 1915 

One of the religious gatherings which will 
take place in connection with the Panama- 
Pacific Exposition which will be affected 
by the present war is the World's Bible 
Congress, to be held from August i to 
August 4. In spite of the probability that 
the English, Scotch, French, and German 
societies will not be represented, the officers 
of the American Bible Society, according 
to their publication, the Bible Society- 
Record, are planning a congress which, 
owing to the limitations imposed by the 
war, promises to be unique in character, and 
which ought to mean much to the religious 
life of the American nation. 

Sunday, August 1, is set apart by the 
authorities of the Exposition as Bible Day, 
and an effort will be made to have this day 
observed on the Pacific Coast, and with as 
wide a range as possible. The attention of 
visitors to the Exposition and of the attend- 
ants at all churches on that day will be 
focused upon the Bible. 

Apart from the North American conti- 
nent, the countries represented in the 
congress will be largely those in which mis- 
sionary effort has been, and is being, ex- 
pended. Already Siam, India, China, 
Korea, Japan, Central America, Brazil, 
Argentine, Chili, and the Canal Zone have 
signified an intention to be represented 
there. 

The influence of the Bible in non-Chris- 
tian lands ought therefore to be the pre- 
ponderant note in the congress. It may be 
that the American churches need just such 
a return message as these lands can bring, 
of the quickening, spiritual, and civilizing 
influence of the Bible, among those civiliza- 
tions to whom we have been giving it in the 
past. 

One result we should desire and expect: 
a new recognition on the part of the churches 
of America, and of the American people 



as a whole, of the value of the Bible in the 
life of a nation, as a factor in the develop- 
ment of the highest type of individual and 
citizen. 

"The Brick Church" 

The Yearbook of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church of New York City is an example of 
an efficiently organized church which is 
meeting community needs. The pastor is 
Rev. W. P. Merrill. The church is sup- 
ported largely by a system of pew rentals. 
The Bible School is organized according to 
modern methods of religious education, 
specially prepared courses extending over 
a number of years being offered in each 
department. Interesting addresses by 
prominent men were given during the 
winter before the Men's Association. A 
special employment society found regular 
work for over fifty-five women during the 
past year and more than 2,345 garments were 
made. The church employs a special expert 
to do neighborhood work. Twice a week 
lunches are served under comfortable condi- 
tions at lowest possible prices. These 
lunches attract working-girls of the vicinity 
to the daily noonday service. An effort is 
being made to increase the endowment of 
the church which has resulted in payments 
and assurances for the future amounting to 
$291,000, an increase of $36,000 during the 
year. 

The Federal Council and Evangelism 

The evangelistic number of the Standard 
(Chicago) of March 27, 1915, is an indica- 
tion of the increasing emphasis which is be- 
ing laid, both from the pulpit and in the re- 
ligious press, upon evangelism. One of the 
sanest and most helpful utterances on this 
important branch of religious work is the 
message, published in the above-mentioned 
issue, by W. E. Biederwolf, secretary of the 
Commission on Evangelism of the Federal 
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Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica, which may be regarded as the official 
utterance of that council. The position 
therein laid down is worthy of the earnest 
study of every Christian body. 

There is scarcely any channel of religious 
effort that is more vital and necessary, and 
on the other hand hardly any other field 
offers such scope to the misdirected zealot 
and to the play of uninstructed emotion. 
Dr. Biederwolf seeks to assign to evangelism 
its true place in the Christian program and 
at the same time to face the problem which 
it has produced in every age. He says that 
evangelism is an essential part of the econ- 
omy of God and can never die out. As long 
as the tremendous task of winning the world 
for Christ still confronts us, we dare not let 
it die; but he goes on to say that a serious 
problem presents itself. "Much of the 
evangelism of our day is crude. It has 
always been. Some of it, we must confess 
has been hurtful in the ultimate." 

The problem of the churches lies in find- 
ing a sane evangelism which will be free from 
the just criticism that it has awakened in 
every decade. This is essentially a problem 
of the church. She has no right to keep her 
hands off. According to the writer the 
churches are awakening rapidly to that re- 
sponsibility. "We have cause to rejoice 
that during the last five years the church 
seems to have grasped more keenly than ever 
before the sense of her own responsibility for 
shaping the evangelistic trend and making 
evangelism to be more and more what under 
God it is possible to become." 

Such, then, is the attitude of the Federal 
Council toward evangelism, and consistently 
with that attitude it has outlined a definite 
plan of action. The commission has urged 
upon the denominations forming the Council 
the formation, for each one, of national and 
local evangelistic committees which shall 
study not only the needs of the situation but 
also the personal fitness of men who desire 
to do evangelistic work, in order that the 



Council may be able to indorse men of ap- 
proved standing for the special vocation of 
evangelism. "The Commission pleads for 
ecclesiastical direction and supervision as far 
as possible, of vocational or so-called profes- 
sional union evangelistic work." 

The Qualifications for an Kfficient 
Minister 

The question as to what should be the 
qualifications of an efficient minister is one 
over which the church is divided. The lack 
of agreement among church members as 
to this question, reports Christian Work 
of April 24, 1915, was apparent in a recent 
examination of a group of students for the 
ministry in New York City in which there 
were two groups with distinct ideas as to 
what those qualifications should be. The 
one group made the fundamental test the 
attitude the candidate takes on "the 
nature and method of revelation; the 
theory of inspiration, the seat of authority 
in religion; the state of the unregenerate 
in the future life; the question of miracles; 
the belief in the bodily or spiritual resurrec- 
tion of Christ; the attitude toward the 
Virgin Birth . . . . ; or the metaphysical 
relation of Christ to God." This group 
determines the fitness of the candidate to 
preach or not to preach on the basis of his 
answer to such detailed doctrinal and meta- 
physical questions. 

The other group is concerned rather with 
the question whether or not the candidate is 
constrained by the love of Christ to preach 
the gospel, whether he has a gospel to preach 
and whether it is the Christian gospel in all 
its fulness. The editor of Christian Work 
sides with this latter group. He believes 
that the fundamental test of a man's fitness 
to preach is not his attitude on theories 
of inspiration, revelation, miracles, the 
various theories about Christ's person, 
or other disputed doctrinal questions, but 
rather whether the candidate "has the same 
good news to tell the world which Christ 
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began to tell by Galilee and which his 
apostles have been telling ever since." 

Protestants and Catholics 

In the editorial message of the Con- 
gregationalist for April 7, a warning is given 
to Protestants to exercise self-restraint in 
criticism of the Catholic church. Exagger- 
ated statements on the part of either 
organization will result in a bitter and use- 
less controversy. The editor makes four 
suggestions which all Protestants would do 
well to consider: 

1. Protestants should not "circulate 
rumors prejudicial to Roman Catholics." 
Many of the rumors afloat concerning the 
doings of the Catholic church will not stand 
the test of investigation. 

2. Protestants "should not get in a 
panic over the likelihood of the Roman 
Catholic church dominating this country. 
Including men, women, and children the 
nominal membership of the Catholic church 
is 16,400,400 persons, while the membership 
of Protestant churches excluding many 
children under Protestant influences is about 
40,000,000. Outside of both are about 
40,000,000 persons who are fully as much 
inclined toward Protestantism as Catholi- 
cism. 

3. Protestants "should make friends 
with Roman Catholics as widely as pos- 
sible." Frank and open discussion on 
points of difference will do much to help 
each side understand the other. 

4. The Protestant "should care as much 
for his religion as his Roman Catholic friend 
does for his." The Protestant would do 
well to emulate the Catholic in his devotion 
to his church and in his eagerness to pass 
on to his children a conception of the worth 
of religion to the individual. 

The Christian Chnrch in America 

The report of the Federal Council of the 
churches of Christ in America for 1914 has 
been the subject of a great deal of comment 



in the current reviews. During recent 
years much criticism has been launched 
against the church. There has been a feel- 
ing that as an institution it has been declin- 
ing and failing in its mission, and the report 
of the Federal Council has come as a 
surprise to many, proving as it does that 
much of the criticism has been hasty and 
exaggerated. 

Numerically at least the churches have 
not been declining; the total membership of 
the Christian churches in America now 
reaches nearly thirty-nine millions, and 
shows an increase during the past year of 
779,000, in this gain the factor of immi- 
gration being almost a negligible quantity 
in all but the case of the Roman Catholic 
church. The Episcopal church has gained 
more than 300,000 since 1900 and its total 
has now passed the million mark. The 
Methodist church has gained nearly 700,000 
since 1900; the Baptist more than 122,000. 

The thirty churches which constitute 
the Federal Council — and this does not 
include the Lutheran and Reformed 
churches — now report a membership of 
nearly 17,500,000 actual members. 

Corresponding gains along other lines 
would seem to indicate that the church is 
far from moribund, and that, though not 
free from faults, it is still making a vital 
contribution to society. 

Chnreh Advertising 

An interesting experiment in church 
advertising has been tried recently at New- 
burgh, New York, in which Protestants 
and Catholics united. Six hundred dollars 
was spent in advertising the church services. 
The newspapers also gave large space to the 
campaign. As a result, out of a population 
of 28,000 the Newburgh churches attained 
a Sunday attendance of 18,000. A number 
who had not attended church for years have 
become regular church-goers. A permanent 
committee has been appointed to continue 
church publicity {Outlook, April 7, 1915). 



